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In 2017, Windsor celebrates its 25th year of incorporation. The Town of Windsor has deep agricultural
roots going back to the 1800s yet became incorporated relatively recently, in 1992. Windsor is a
community of about 27,000 situated North of Santa Rosa, and within two miles of the Sonoma County
Airport, which recently completed a $50M+ expansion and runway improvement project, which will allow
for increased commercial airline travel. The Town prides itself on the high quality of life it offers to its
residents and is known for its safe neighborhoods, good schools, quality infrastructure, well-maintained
streets and parks, and preservation of a small town feel.
The downtown is a focal point of activity including a very popular summer night concert series held on
the Town Green, which is a park central to Downtown Windsor also known as Town Green Village. The
Town Green Village was built on 14 acres and is comprised of three-story, mixed-use buildings, with
commercial condominiums on the first floor and two-story residential condominiums above. Many of the
building facades are designed re-creations of historic Windsor and Sonoma County buildings.
The Downtown Windsor project utilizes Smart Growth and New Urbanism design techniques to create a
unique Northern California community. In 2014 the American Planning Association California Chapter
presented its Award of Merit to the Town for our Downtown Station Area plan for its comprehensive
approach to smart growth principles.
Downtown Windsor is a two-minute drive to US Highway 101 and a five-minute drive to the Sonoma
County Regional Airport.

HISTORY OF WINDSOR
Beautiful Green Valley
Prior to Windsor's earliest settlers arriving, the area that is now Windsor was
known only as a "beautiful green valley with sturdy oak trees," with grass that
grew “as high as the girth on a horse's saddle.”
The earliest recorded settlers with their families arrived in 1851. In the early
days, all land in the area was purchased through the land office in San
Francisco - all maps were coded with degree coordinates and section
numbers. Many times, all that buyers knew about their land (selling for $1.25
an acre in 1853), was whether it was on the river bottom or in the hills.

Cunningham House

One early settler insisted on high land, having spent the better part of his life living and working swampy
land. He couldn't have known, much to his descendants' dismay, that in Windsor, river bottom land was the
best farmland in the county!
Bell House
It was early in 1855 that Windsor got its
name. Hiram Lewis, a pony express rider for
the county, named the community
"Windsor," presumably because the area's
pastoral beauty reminded him of the grounds
surrounding Windsor Castle in his native
England. So pleased with the beautiful oak
trees and the area's park-like appearance,
he stayed on to become its first acting postmaster. On August 31, 1855, a Windsor Post
Office was established.

Evolution of Progress
Windsor was primarily agricultural throughout most of the
1900s, with wine grapes, hops, and prunes as the primary
crops. The Town's population and economic growth grew
rapidly from the early 1980s, when housing development
blossomed, bringing new families and businesses into this
area, with incorporation occurring on July 1, 1992.
It was in that first decade of the century that Windsor got its
first telephone system, franchised by W.C. Chisholm.
Residents could buy into a line, but they had to hook up the
equipment (including the poles) themselves, and pay a certain
amount for each call.
Electricity came in late 1911 when the Cloverdale Electric Light
and Power Company provided businesses and residences with
their first electric power. Johnny Walker, the only man in
town who knew anything at all about electricity, wired houses
as the power lines were extended. That meant one drop cord
in the center of each room, with a single bulb dangling from
the cord.
In 1915, Old Redwood Highway was paved for the very first
time. Previously, all roads were dirt. All work was done with
horse teams, and the workers would camp in Windsor.

To learn more about Windsor’s history, visit:
Windsor Museum
Located in the historic Hembree House

9225 Foxwood Drive
Windsor, CA
(707) 838-4563
http://www.windsorhistory.org/museum

During World War II, a U.S. Army air base (now the Sonoma
County Airport) was built in Windsor, and fighter planes were
a familiar sight and sound day and night. In 1943, a German
prisoner-of-war camp was established west of downtown
Windsor. Captured German submarine crews and members of
the Africa Corp were brought to the camp, where they worked
on farms in the area.
Excerpted from The Project Windsor Report by Jane M. Engdahl ,
with permission from the Windsor Historical Society.

The Town of Windsor is located in
beautiful Sonoma County, California, 60
miles north of San Francisco. The Town
incorporated July 1, 1992 with a population
of 27,243 today.
Windsor is a family-oriented community
with exceptional quality of life, one that
offers a wide variety of services, a
considerable amount of recreational
opportunities, well-planned business
areas, award-winning educational
excellence and a lively downtown.
Windsor is proud to have earned several
community, state and national awards.

Town Council
The Town Council meets the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of every month at 6pm.

Debora Fudge, Mayor
Dominic Foppoli, Vice Mayor
Mark Millan, Councilmember
Bruce Okrepkie, Councilmember
Sam Salmon, Councilmember
Email: TownCouncil@Townofwindsor.com

AWARDS

The following pages provide an overview
of Town Departments and how each
supports our community.

High Quality of Life
Windsor is fortunate to provide a
high quality of life and services for
its residents, with a relatively low
local tax rate. Tourist-generated tax
revenue is used to contribute to the
services the Town provides. Without
tourism, these revenues may have to
be provided by local residents.
Windsor’s high quality of life is
defined by:
 Access to safe, clean and family
friendly parks and open spaces
 A number of recreational
services and events at no cost to
attend including Summer Nights
concerts, holiday tree lighting,
the annual art show and many
senior center activities
 Safe, clean streets; wellengineered and reliable roadways, bike lanes and sidewalks
 Lowest per capital police
services by a regional agency
(Sonoma County Sheriff's Office)
providing resources beyond that
available to a typical small to
medium sized city
 Sustainability practices throughout the community that
conserve resources and reduce
climate impacts
 Stable, responsive, financially
conservative Town that does not
jeopardize public services
residents have come to enjoy

Administrative Services
The Administrative Services Department prides itself on
providing a wide range of services including utility customer
transactions, accounting and auditing, computer equipment
standards, and online automation of business license and
renewal process.

Fiscal Blueprint
The Town of Windsor is committed to fiscal responsibility.
Implementation of prudent and conservative budgeting
procedures maintain annual spending in line with current
revenues. Strategic planning and practices have kept in place
sustained economic growth, high-quality developments and
programs to meet evolving community needs, and dedication to
providing first-rate service.
Financial Management Policies
The Town’s budget is developed in accordance with the Town’s
Financial Management Policies that were originally adopted by
the Town Council in 2001.
 The Town will adopt a balanced budget.
 The Town will strive to preserve the spending of undesignated
fund balance for capital improvement projects or other onetime non-recurring expenditures.

Fiscal Future…
The Town has a tradition of two-year budgeting. To preserve
this forward thinking financial responsibility, the Town
intends to begin the integration of a 5 to 10-year financial
planning outlook into the budget, Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) and Goal Planning biennium process; and
implement financial safeguards and best practices, such as a
stabilization fund.
Administrative Services - Contact Us (707) 838-1004
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 300A, Windsor, CA 95492

Community Development
The Community Development Department works to foster
community dialogue about issues involving the built and natural
environment. The department specializes in a wide range of
services, including Community Development and Land Use
Planning, Building Codes and Permits, Code Enforcement,
Environmental Review, Urban Design, and Affordable Housing.

The Bell Village development represents
an 83,500 square foot commercial center
and 387 multi-family dwellings (in the
development stage) on a 25-acre site
adjacent to the Town Green. The project
advances Town goals of bringing more
housing and services to the Downtown
area and fulfills a long standing interest in
bringing a grocery store (Oliver’s Market)
to the west side of Town.
Looking Ahead…
Windsor’s commitment to smart growth
and sustainable development practices is
most evident in the recent General Plan
Update. It holds true to its “Blueprint” for
future growth, traffic, housing and public
services. The Plan contains goals and
policies that guide land use decision
making and investment in public services
and facilities. The General Plan Update is
slated for completion in 2017. For more
information, visit our General Plan
website: http://www.windsor2040.com/.

Town’s first General Plan
In 1996, the General Plan set forth goals and policies focused on the
desire to create a strong Town identity and promote a unified vital
community. It was of great importance to organize the community
in a coherent fashion, marked by high quality buildings, streets, and
open spaces with the ability to revitalize Old Town as the civic and
cultural heart of the Town. This could not be completed without the
willingness to preserve agricultural, natural resources and manage
growth to provide the necessary community services and facilities
concurrent with the needs of future development.

Adoption of the first Downtown Plan
The Downtown Plan process was initiated by the Town Council
as a result of the General Plan process, which made clear that the
Downtown area required special planning consideration. This
Plan intended to provide a comprehensive assessment of
potential development, with particular consideration of market
forces and urban design. Its vision included an area bustling with
shops, office workers and visitors; a large Town Green that would
serve as a community focal point; an intermodal transit station
accommodating buses, private shuttles and commuter rail
service; and retention of the downtown’s historic character. The
Station Area/Downtown Specific Plan was later established a
cohesive transit-oriented community with links to the Town and
the region.
Upcoming Future Projects:
 Vintage Oaks on the Town Green
 Russian River Brewing Company
 Grand Cru Winery
 Windsor Marketplace
 Victoria Oaks
 Windsor Mill
 Old Redwood Highway Subdivision
 Rident Park
 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

Community Development - Contact Us (707) 838-1021
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, Windsor, CA 95492

Economic Development
Economic Profile
Since its incorporation in 1992, the Town of Windsor has grown in
a series of healthy spurts. Growth is expected to continue,
especially with Windsor becoming a major stop along the Sonoma
Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) route that will stretch from
Cloverdale to Larkspur, upon final completion. From tourism to
technology to the artisan food movement, Windsor is a center of
activity in a thriving North Bay County that still makes living
affordable with housing and excellent schools.

Branding Campaign
In an effort to showcase Windsor’s
existing businesses and help attract
additional interest in all that Windsor
has to offer, the Town launched a new
branding campaign.
The “Town of Windsor-Founded Now”
and “Start of Something Good” campaign
was launched with a series of photographs, publications and videos.
See Discoverwindsor.com for more
details.

Economic Outlook
Data provided by the Sonoma County Economic Development
Board shows the Town of Windsor’s economic outlook is
forecast at a steady and healthy pace.

Shopping Centers
Town Green Village surrounds the
Town’s Downtown, an award winning development. This mixed
use residential, retail and
commercial project was designed
to provide residents and visitors
with an Old Windsor Town feel.

Windsor’s seasonally unadjusted unemployment rate was 3.2%
in September 2016, lower than Sonoma County (3.8%), California
(5.3%) and the nation (4.8%) for the same month.

Windsor boasts an emerging
beverage and cottage food scene.
Artisan Alley is a new beverage
district in Windsor formed by
passionate, small lot, hand crafted
beverage artisans. All products are
made onsite, from farm to bottle,
on Bell Road.

The Town features more than 1,600 firms doing business in six
uniquely different commercial districts, plus the Windsor
Business Center Corporation Park. Windsor added 93 business
establishments from 2015 to 2016, indicating positive economic
activity in Town.

The median home price in Windsor increased 12% from
$470,000 in 2014 to $526,500 in 2016. This continued the increase
in median home price since 2011. Although the median home
price has been steadily increasing, it has not yet reached the
2005 prerecession peak.

Economic Development - Contact Us (707) 838-5339
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, Windsor, CA 95492

Parks and Recreation
The Windsor Parks and Recreation Department plays an
important role in promoting a healthy community. The
department provides recreation programs, cultural events
and encourages the preservation of natural resources,
enriching lives of the Windsor community.

Town Green Park
In 2000 the Town Green Park was
completed. This 4.5 acre park is centralized
within Windsor’s lively downtown district.
With its own stage, this park is home to the
annual Summer Nights on the Green
concert series, Farmers' Market, Holiday
Celebration, and other special events.
Senior Center and Windsor
Community Center
Recognizing its growing population of active
adults, youth, families and formation of
community groups, the Town built its first
Senior Center, and in conjunction with the
Windsor Lions Club, the Community Center.
The Senior Center serves our active adult
population, and hosts many annual events,
provides for new learning opportunities and
encourages participation in activities. The
Community Center is one of the Town’s
popular facilities that allow for special events,
children’s programs and performances.
Hembree House Museum and
Cunningham House
In partnership with The Windsor Historical
Society, the Town supports preservation of
Windsor’s history. Next to one of the
original Windsor Family homes, the
Cunningham House, the Hembree House
Museum became a place where people could
enjoy and re-live Windsor’s history.

Community Partnerships
In the best interests of the community, the Parks and Recreation
Department works collaboratively with many community
groups. These partnerships
allow for greater public
engagement, fundraising
opportunities and in pursuing
the same goal, to create
avenues for all ages to engage
in an active and healthy
community.
Keiser Park Master Plan – Phase 1
Due to its growing popularity and use of fields, Windsor approved
Phase 1 of the Keiser Park Master Plan (2009). The renovations
included new concession and restroom facilities, three ballfields,
new pathways, additional parking, and a newly designed playground with a half-court basketball. For more information visit our
webpage: http://www.windsorparks2030.com.

Town Green Playground and Timeline Walk Renovation
Project
This playground is in the “heart” of the Town of Windsor, highly
visible and heavily used by surrounding neighborhoods, visiting
public during events, preschool and patrons from businesses
and restaurants.
Project completion
was celebrated with
a ribbon cutting
ceremony in early
2017.

Looking Ahead…
Aquatic Complex
The Windsor Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update 2030
indicates the high demand for an aquatic center which can serve all
residents and particularly our youth.

Parks & Recreation - Contact Us (707) 838-1260
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 300D, Windsor, CA 95492

Public Safety - Police

The Department
The Windsor Police Department has
seen growth of its department to 21
sworn officers and three civilians.
The department has succeeded in the
development of a school resource
officer program, Windsor Youth and
Family Services, and in the area of
traffic safety.

The Town of Windsor contracts with the Sonoma County
Sheriff‘s office for comprehensive law enforcement services.
Police services are provided at a per-capita cost that falls below
the average of other cities in Sonoma County. The Town takes
satisfaction in a crime rate that is consistently at or below the
County average. As a result of this agreement, the Town of
Windsor also has availability of resources that are uncommon for
a Town this size. Such services include detective services, special
units such as SWAT, gang enforcement, Henry-1 helicopter and
other search and rescue services.

Updated Facility
To meet the needs of Windsor’s
growing community and to continue
community service goals, the
Windsor Police Department added a
third sergeant position and
remodeled their facility in 2016.

Looking Ahead…
Windsor ranks among the safest cities in California, and the Windsor
Police Department works to continue to provide low cost effective law
enforcement services. The Town is a three-year recipient of the
Safewise Safest Cities Award.
It is the goal of the department to continue to work effectively with
the Town to best develop a concept for any future civic center police
facilities improvements.

Check us out on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
WindsorPoliceCA/

In partnership with the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office, the Windsor
Police Department participates in opportunities to build positive
relationships with the community and its youth. Including the newly
developed “Parent Project” program, launched in 2017.

Police Department - Contact Us (707) 838-1234
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 300B Windsor, CA 95492

Public Safety - Fire
The Windsor Fire Protection District is a “special” district
independent of any city or county government, funded by a
portion of the ad valorem property tax and a special tax
assessment on properties within its district.
Website: http://www.cscfire.org/

Looking Ahead…
Fire staff is committed to building
community spirit, serving on local
committees, and building awareness
and providing mentorship to Santa Rosa
Junior College Students.

The District’s service area provides service within Town
boundaries as well as to certain surrounding unincorporated
areas. The District was founded in 1986.

Fire Station No. 2 - 8600 Windsor Road
Windsor Fire Protection District saw a need to develop a second
fire station to continue essential services to Windsor’s growing
population and partnered with the Town of Windsor, which
built the new station. In 2009, Station No.2 became fully
operational. The building is a LEED Gold “green” certified
building, specifically designed to save energy, water, and natural
resources.

Headquarters - 8200 Old Redwood Highway
Fire Station No. 1 currently serves as headquarters and the
Town’s Emergency Operations Center. Both stations are built to
withstand earthquakes and severe weather.
Look for their annual Blood Drive in
January, Open House in October and
participating in the Town’s Holiday
Celebration in December.

Fire Department - Contact Us (707) 838-1170
8200 Old Redwood Highway, Windsor, CA 95492

Public Works
The Public Works Department has the responsibility for design,
construction, maintenance, and operation of the Town’s Public
Works. This department is responsible for Bicycle and Pedestrian
Planning, Engineering, Recycled Water System, Sanitary Sewer
System, Street System, Storm Drainage System, Traffic Signals and
Streetlights, Water Reclamation Plant and the Town’s Water
System.
Water Conservation
Water Reclamation
The Water Reclamation Division is
responsible for the treatment,
storage and disposal of the Town's
wastewater. State certified
Wastewater Operators are charged
with daily plant operations,
wastewater quality and maintenance
of the Water Reclamation Facilities.

Recycled Water
The Town of Windsor is a recognized leader among communities
nationwide in the use of recycled
water for agricultural and urban
irrigation. Windsor’s recycled water
program saves millions of gallons a
year of precious fresh water for
drinking and other human uses.

The Town of Windsor’s Water Conservation Program provides
residents and businesses with in-depth services, education, and
guidance about how to manage water wisely. The Town is
committed to partnering with our residents and with other local
government and non-governmental organizations to identify
improvements to water efficiency in order to ensure an ample, safe,
and long-term supply for the Town.

Windsor Efficiency PAYS Program
The Town of Windsor successfully launched
a “Pay As You Save®” program. This
program, in partnership with the Bay Area
Regional Energy Network, allows residents
to enjoy efficiency upgrades and with no
loan and no new debt associated with
repayment. After installation of program
measures, you start saving on your energy and water bills
immediately. This program earned recognition by the SonomaMarin Saving Water Partnership selected the Town of Windsor as
recipient of the recipient of the Green California Leadership Award
in 2014 for Water Management.
Geysers Connection
The Geysers Connection Project was a collaborative effort connecting
to Santa Rosa’s Geysers Recharge Project pipeline. This connection
allows the Town of Windsor to send an average of 500,000 gallons per
day of its highly-treated recycled water to the Geysers Steamfields,
where it is used to
generate clean energy.

Public Works - Contact Us (707) 838-1007
8400 Windsor Road, Windsor, CA 95492

Roadway Improvements
Windsor Road improvements at Jaguar
Way in front of Windsor High School
included signalization of the intersection
at Jaguar Way at Windsor Road, and
resolving the adjacent gaps in pedestrian
and bicycle facilities. This was identified
as a priority project due to operational,
geometric and safety considerations. To
address these concerns and move
forward with the project design, in 2014,
the Town was able secure grant funding
for approximately 88% of the cost.

Public Works - Continued
Public Works is also responsible for implementing the Town’s
Capital Improvement Program and land development projects.
It coordinates and reviews private development projects and
related construction in the public rights of way and ensures
compliance with Town Codes and standards of work.

Other major roadway improvements
include:
 Pavement overlay of Shiloh Road and
Windsor Road – Includes buffered
bike lanes
 Partial construction of the Arata
Lane Interchange
 Roadway Improvements to MitchellShiloh-Conde
 Roadway Improvements to Old
Redwood Highway at Bell Village
Looking ahead…
As the Town of Windsor continues to grow and redesign its
existing infrastructure, several approved projects will be moving
forward with their additional phases of completion.
Floating Solar Panels
Joining with other Sonoma County cities in the Climate Action
2020 Program, the Town of Windsor’s overall goal is to reduce
the GHG emissions to 25% below 1990 levels by 2020, and the
panels proposed for the Town’s treatment ponds will help
achieve this objective.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements
In an effort to provide bicycle and pedestrian friendly facilities
for a healthy community, The Town of Windsor is scheduled to
work on connecting a network of creek trails.
A high desire to build a bridge or tunnel to connect bicyclists
and pedestrians from either side of State Highway 101 is the focus
of a study. For additional information visit our Connecting
Windsor website at: http://www.connectingwindsor.com.

Re-designed Town Website
In an effort to provide greater transparency and ease
of communication, the Town of Windsor recently
launched a re-designed website. The new website
provides an enhanced aesthetic for better visual
representation of the Town and allows for simpler
navigation and access to information.
The homepage is tailored with vivid photography,
graphics and video. This includes the Town
Manager’s Blog, Discover Windsor website and
current areas of interest. Additional features like the
special message board located at top of the
homepage allows for greater visibility of emergency
alerts or important Town announcements. The
Town of Windsor website now has the capability to
be viewed on any device including mobile devices.

Community Outreach

Informing the Community
Having an engaged, informed community is one of
the Town’s highest priorities. Involved residents
make for a more effective government and assure
that the services provided are meeting the needs of
the community.

Participate in Your Town!


Town of Windsor Facebook page provides up to date
information to our residents. It also provides an
opportunity to share information from other
government entities and local programs. Windsor
recognizes the need to communicate in a variety of
ways to meet the goal of an engaged, informed
community.
The Town recently launched a Podcast pilot program
to allow for residents to listen to current topics being
discussed and provide answers to commonly asked
questions.
The Town of Windsor makes every effort to provide
the community with an opportunity to engage with
staff about upcoming subject matters. This
encompasses additional public workshops, special
informational meetings and opportunities to engage
offsite using Facebook Live.

Sign up for Notify Me http://www.townofwindsor.com/list.aspx
 Text the Town (707) 838-1000
 View live and past Council and Commission
meetings (March 2010 to present) on the
Town’s Agendas, Minutes & Videos Webpage

Unified School District & Additional Information
Windsor Schools
Windsor’s Public Education system consists of a High School,
Middle School, three elementary schools, a language academy,
and programs for alternative education and special needs.

Windsor Unified School District has four California
Distinguished Schools, two California Golden Bell Awards, and is
considered to offer some of the best academic programs in
Sonoma County. In 2006 the State of California awarded the
District its prestigious Governor’s Award for Environmental and
Economic Leadership Award for acknowledging the District and
Town for its joint efforts in environmental improvements in the public sector.
Windsor Unified School District
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 500, Windsor, CA 95492 (707) 837-7700. Website: https://wusd.org/

Annual Events
The Town sponsors and participates in many annual community
events, including:
 Windsor Farmer’s Market (April-Nov.)
 Earth Day & Wellness Festival (April)
 Cinco de Mayo (May)
 Windsor Days Parade (May)
 Flower & Art Show (June)
 Summer Nights Concert Series (June-Aug.)
 Summer Night Movie Series for Kids (June-Aug.)
 July 3rd Fireworks (July 3rd)
 Sonoma County Hot Air Balloon Classic (June/July)
 Holiday Celebration (December)

Have a question?
Text or Call (707) 838-1000. Visit our main office:
9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, Windsor, CA 95492.
¿Tiene preguntas?
Texto or llame (707) 838-1000. Visite las Oficinas del Ayuntamiento: 9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, Windsor CA
Website:

www.townofwindsor.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/townofwindsorfan
Windsor Visitor Center: 9001 Windsor Road, Windsor, CA,
Monday - Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm
Saturday - Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm
Telephone: (707) 838-7285

Thank you!

Visit Windsor, California Today!
Www.townofwindsor.com

